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A the Mi d of Kent, not far from Rumny 
Marſh, there dwelt a merry conceited 
Cobler, commonly called Robin the Devil, 
which afterwards came to be called , The 
Witch of the Woodlands, This Cobler al- 
ways had a ſpecial care to pleaſe his Cuſtos 
mers. but chiefly he would be ſure , that if 
any pꝛetty wench bꝛought bim a job to do, he 
would go thꝛough⸗ſtit ch with her wozk firſt 
of el; he would be merry in company, x ſing 
in his ſhop like a Nightingal, be could cut a 
c*per With Jack Puding, end was not much 
inkeriour to luſty Lawrence , which got 18 
wenches with child all in one pear, foꝛ it was 
well known, that be got thee wenches with 
child in one night, but es the P20verb goes, 
The Pitcher that goes often co the water, 
at laſt comes broken home: and ſweet meat 
requires ſowre ſawee : So it fared with 
Robin the Cobler, foꝛ one of his Menches 

A 2 being 


(4) | 

being fubdenly bought to bed with a Pale 8 
Child, the Pot her of the Demſel ſerved Ro. A 
din the Cobler with a warraat, + made him 10 
to marry her daughter out of hand then was Te 
the pod2 Cobler fallen into a peck of trouble, ke 
aud knew not how to behave himſelf; o: th 
though he had bin faco; of Mars, pct he ne- 0 
ver was made a Vulcan befoze that time: 
And now muſt he pꝛovide fo: clouts + whit- 
tels, ſire t candle,ſope ⁊ ſta:ch, white bꝛead x 
milk, a nurſe 4 cradle, with many other mat | 
ters which belong to marri'd men to lok af 
ter:but as it is in the old Pꝛoverb, That one 
ill chance follows another, ſo it was with 
vim, foꝛ the ocher two damſels which he had 
foꝛmerly made uſe of, now began to make 
uſe of hint, x bꝛought him 2 childꝛen mo2e to 
keep, which was done both in one day, which 
when Robin the Cobler did behold, fell into 
ſuch a quandary, that the people that be. 
held him,ſaid, That he lookt ſo pittiful ups | zi 
on the matter, that they thought in their | 
minds that he would never be good again. 

Then began Robin with dolefui Mods, Fr 
* with w2inging hands to bewail his foꝛmer 5 
follies ſaping. O lily rogne that I am, was 1 
it not enough far me to ſing, dance, and 
drink Ale, break cakes, talk and be merry es 


amongſt maids, but that I muſt like a _ Hot 


le | Bull,over-run all that ſtand in my way; 
-| ſo in the end be pounded for my break. b 
n joo ſc: now J am in a woꝛſe c ſe then Pora 

s John, Marriot the Lawyer, 02 the Cow? 
">| keeper ot the Pinder of Wake field: would 
2 | that my Father had never begot me, then 
| Chould J never have gotten ſo many wench⸗ 


Here Robin for his former Lechery, 
Doth ſuffer in his members grievouſly. 


1 es wich child;02 elſe J would that ſome honeſt 
11 Dow-geldcr had done his cffice upon me, to 
A 3 keep 
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Ly*7 me honeſt, then had 7eſcap'd che mi/ at 
jj ry nowlam ſure to erdure: Now whllſ a 
.qQvbin the Cobler was making this ſo2row| hi 
Ful Lamentation , a friend of his whiſperey ji 
him in the ear. and gave him coun(cl foꝛ to be/ p 

gone from them all. ſaping, that one pair off w 

heels is wo th two pair of hands: wholt p 

counſel Robin took as you ſhall hear in tht r 


following Chapter, I 
R 

7 © WARM tl 
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Obin the Cobler having hearkned to h 
his friends advice made no moꝛe to di v 
ok the matter, but truſt up his tools to b! p; 
gone,reſolving to come foꝛ London, & ther! le 
to woꝛk Journy - woꝛk till ſuch tims that h. n 
childꝛen were come to be Pen, and able . tl 
woꝛk fo2 themſelves : but as he paſſed along. b 
the Country, which is called the Wilde t! 
Kent, he loſt his wap tn the Woodlinds! a 
when night was almoſt come upon him, ad u 
finding no path to guide him he wandzeth uy v 
. t down till it was almoit ten ok the clock, i" ff 
a pittiful col> froſty dark winters night: bu u 
at the laſt he heard a Cock crow, whereby if te 
underſtood that there was (ome dwellig R 
houſe near 2t hand, x ſo being ſomwhat com le 
foꝛted to hear the co wing cf the Cock , i! 
mal. 


* 


made his appꝛoach to the houſe,and knocking 
at dooꝛ, there came foꝛth an old woman with 
a diſh-clout bound about her head 4 a ſtatt ta 
her hand, and demanded of Rubin to know 
what he knockt foz(O morher(qd.he)I am a 
poor diſtreſſed traveller which has loſt my 
way, and willing would I be to give Sixs 
pence for a bed this night to lay my wea- 
ry bones on: Marry, quoth ſhe, all the beds 
I have are not worth lix pence , for 1 have 
no more than what I lye on my ſelf, but it 
thou wilt take pains to do as I do, thou & 
I will lye together for once, where we will 
hug one another 25 the Devil hugg'd the 
witch: Robin behalding,x taking notice of her 


' perſon all the body over, {:w that she was 


long-nos'd, blear⸗ ey d crosked-neckt, w2p- 


- mouth, crump⸗ſhgulder'd, beetle⸗bꝛawed, 


thin⸗bellied bow⸗ egg d. © ſplavy-fored ; Ys 
began to frame an cxcuſe,ſaYing,Good mo- 
ther, I pray you to conſider this, that I am 
a Batchelor, and never came in bed to any 
woman lince I was born of my mother: 
Wilt thou ſwear that, that which thou 
ſpcakeſt is true?] wili(quoth Robin )where- 
upon he beard a voice as if it came out of the 
top of a Chimnep , crying 3 ſeveral times, 
Robin the Cobler is mine, Robin-the Cog- 
ler is mine, Robin the Cobſer is mi- 
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Theſe woꝛds when he heard, he thought c<x 
ſome ſhe - devil was come to fetch him away 
alive, and pꝛeſently he fell into ſuch a crem, 
bling condition, that his hands ſhook, his pul⸗ 
les beat, his heart panted, his head aked, his 
noſe dꝛopt, his belly tumbled, and a certain) 
parcel of melting tears d2opt out of the 
lower end of his bꝛeeches, and ſs falling down 
upon his knees to the old woman, deſtred her 
to let him have a lodging how (he would, z 
where He would; then the 8'd woman took 
him in, and with a remnant of water which 
the had kept a long time in a Chamber-pot 
fo2 that purpoſe, ſhe wacht him from the 
crown of the head to the ſole of the foot, and 
made him as white as if ſhe had waſht him in 
puppy-dog- water, and ſo they went lovingly 
to bed together: lohat followed after shall be 
relatev a the enſuing diſcourſe. 
. 3 
A Fter that Robin the Cobler had taken 
bis firſt flap, he awaked, + turning him- 
fel on the other five , he felt foꝛ his bed-fel- 
low but ſhe was not there n having gotten all 
the bed-room to himſelf. he began to wonder 
to himſeif about the paſſages which had hap- 
pened to him the zight beio:e, and therewith⸗ 
al he bethought himſelf how he might uſe a 
ans to get away befo2e the Old witch - 
ne w⸗ 


9 
new⸗ made Land. Lady came back again to 
bim, foz he ſuppoſed that she had gone foꝛth 
ts fetch companp to cut his thꝛeat, but whilſt 
he was thus thinking in came the old woman 
with thꝛer of her Diſciples, with e very one of 
them a light Tozch in her hand, crying out all 
at once, that they would be rev:nged on 
Robin the Cobler for all his whore-buncing 
tricks: Theſe four Female Witches could 
transfozm themſelves into sny humane 
Shape at their own pleaſure : fo ſhe that 
Robin took to be his mother- in- aw, 
brought in an ugly Bear at ber heels, anos 
ther brought in a ravening Weolf, and the 
third brought a ſharp, long, broad bladed 
Knife;poo2 Robin although the weather was 
cold, and the bed-cloaths very thin , ret he 
was hot enough: For, heing ina ſtinking 
fear. he covered himſelf over head & ears, 
all ſave one hole that was in the Coverlid, 
which he now and then cloſeiy pzempt out 
at, but du ſt not {tur tor his lite: but now 
begins the game: The grand witch ot the 
Compary, other wiſe calcd the Landlady of 
the houſe put her band under the bed, and 
pulled our a Tater and A pipe, & paid ſuck 
a fit, hat tit aſted till almoſt dy: all this 
While the other three Witches danced 
the /riſh Hay with their feels up— 
Wards, 


wards, mean time pe: Robin lap a bed & be- 
piſt hi nſelt, till at leaſt 2 quarts run though 
the bed upon the ground; whether it were 
done fo2 joy,o2 fear, ale leave that to others 
ſuch as himſelf co conſider ok; but when the 
Muſick was ended, the Bear began to roar , 
and the Moolf began to how! foz food: Then 
ſatd the old witch, I have in the houſe the 
braveſt breakfaſt for your two Familiars 
that they have feaſted on ever ſince they 
devoured the two damnable whores which 
were bewitcht as they rode in a Coach to- 
wards a bawdy houſe in London: and now 
ſince that witches have power of none but 
ſwearcrs and curſers, thieves and diſſem- 
blers, pimps, bawde, and panders, whores 
and whore-hunters, and ſach like mans 
ner of people, Jet us make the belt uſe 
of our time that we may,and now you {hall 
ſee what a gallant prize I have lighted ups 
on by chance, There was x merry diſpoſed 
Cobler, which dwelt not far from the 
Town of Rum;:p, who was every day uſed 
to drink, ſwagger, ſwear and domineer, and 
he would ſay that he card not a turd for 
all the witches in the world, and that he 
had a trick to defend himſelf from the 
power of witches, which was by waſking 
is hands, and ſaying his prayers every 

morning 
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morning, but »!though he ferved God in 
the morning he ſerved the devil e're night: 
for there was hardly one day in tbe werk, 
but he would goa Whor ing. and he would 
intice honeſt wenches to lin by his diſſem- 
bling ſpceches , ard his falſ- forſwears 
ing himſelf, making them believe, 
that if he got them with child, he would 
marry with them, amongſt che reſt, he got 
three widdows daughters with child a“ in 
one night, making every one believe that 
he would marry them the morrow after, 
which he never did intend, dut at laſt good 
wife Meb the widdow, forc*d him to mar- 
ry her daughter, which being done, the o- 
ther two wenches which he had got withs 
child,being delivered, brought him their 
two childres to keep, an! as he got them 
all 3 with child in one night, ſo they did 
bring him 3 children to deep in one Day: 
theſe tings he thought that witches had 
not known, but my imps ſpend not their 
time in vain, ſor J every night fend forth 
my familiar imp, Padge cf Wakefield, in 
the likeneſs of a black Cat, which told me 
of every thing that Robin the Cobler did: 
but the archeſt piece ef roguery that ever 
he did, was done toa Wiedow woman in 
the Ille of Thonet, for he promiſed her mars 

riape, 
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(12 
riage,and made her ſell her widdows eſtate 
for 241, & told her that if ſhe would lend 
him the money to buy bim Leather, that he | 
would be married to her on Thurſday next 
& wiſht that if he did not do according to 
his promiſe,that he might be torn in pieces 
with Woolves & Bears, but he never came 
back to the widdow again; & laſt of all, he 
run away from his wife & three children, 
& now he lies under that coverlid: When 
the ot her thꝛee witches had heard this diſco- 
very, they all leapt foꝛ jop, t the thꝛee familt- 
ar ſpirits which went in the ſhape of a woolf, 
a bear, t a black cat, were ready to tear the 
witches to pieces foz viduals, they weve ſo 
hungry:then ſaid one of them to the reſt, ſee- 
ing he wiſht he might be devoured by 
woolves and bears, he ſhall have his wiſh, 
and he ſhall preſently be cut in quarters, 
7 & the woolf ſhall have bis heart, liver and 
lung: for his breakfaſt, the bear hall have 
his Paunch and Bowels, and the Cat ſhall 
ha ve his privy members to gnaw upon ʒnay 
7 quoth the old witch, it t1an't be fo , for be 

hall noc have ſo pieaſant a death, but we 
will have a little more ſport with him be- 
fore he dies. That very woꝛd pꝛocured (ome 

comfozt to Robins languiſhing Spirits, fo 
he had rather chuſe to lead a ſozrowful — : 
than 


| (13) 
than to dye a ſudden death: And now to be | 
bzief in the matter, they pul'd the bedeloaths 
; fromoff him, e made him tand up ſtark na- 
ked as ever he was bozn befoze them; the 
Woolf bit him by the Thꝛoat, the Bear bit 
' him by the bum; the Cat bit him by the mem⸗ 
bers, and everp one dꝛew blood of him, but 
did him no great harm at that time: Now 
(ſaid the old Mitch) we have markt pou foz 


here Robin the Cobler like a Fox doth run 
before the dogs whoſe rage be cannot ſhun 


our own.t there withal the paſt ſentence ups 
on him that be ſhould have thꝛeꝛ days puniſh 


ment fo his fozmer offences, & an 
e 


(14) | 
he wos tobe eaten up alive; the firſt of the 
thꝛee days he was to be trans foꝛmed into the 
ſhape ef a For» and to be chaſed with Dogs 
from moꝛning till night, 

The ſecond day he was to be a riding Nag 

and to corry the witch whether the pleaſed, 
The third day he was to be an Owl, and ſe 
flye krom one place to another all the Day 
long, ſo having agred upon the matter ſo ſon 
as the day appeared, Robin the Cobler was 
to be a For 4 ſo out of the doꝛs they (et him 
running, 2 having transkoꝛm d themſelves 
into the ſhape cf Dogs followed cloſe at his 
beels, 4 every time they overtook bim they 
bit him by the buttocks and nipt hin devils 

ſhip, foꝛ they had no mercy in theic teeth. 
The next day they transfozm'd bim into 
the shape of a ho2ſe,x fo the witches got upon 
hig back. 3 of them at a time, © rid him over 
Mills # Pountains through Rivers + ponds. 
thꝛough all ſoꝛts of water» thick 4 thin, and 
woꝛſt of all, they rid him through ſo many 
bus hes bꝛambles & bꝛiars t ill they toꝛe the 
very skin frem the flesh of him. ſo thit the 
whoꝛe⸗maſters blood of bis run from him in 
many places, and pet were not his ſoꝛrows 
at an end noꝛ zo man knows when they will. 
The third day they made an Ow! of him, 
who flying up and down from Tree totree at 
1.9017 


15 
noon time of the Ma .4. 4 whu,whu,whu, 
the Birds came thick and th:cefold about 
him, wondzing moſt ſtrongelp to fre an Owl 
|  abzoad bp daylight.wherefoze to fulfil the old 
; Pzoverb,they all fell upon him liße Þtes up⸗ 
on an Owl, and to be b2ick they pluckt his 


Here Robin by the vertue of a ſwan, 
hath broke the witches charms, & is a man. 
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feathers,d:oke his wings, pickt ou 
his eyes:this being done, the grand 
conſulting with the reſt of the witc! 
ing that Robin the Cobler had don 


(16) 
of any conſcience foꝛ his wenching tricks, and 
they turned him into the ſh*pe of a Swan. 

And laſt of al they withdzew their inchan⸗ 
ting ſpels,x ſo Robin the pittiful Cobler be- 
came a nan egain; but befo2e.he departed, 
they made him kneel ddwn, and Kiſs e- 
very one of their fleſhy parts, and therewith 
al they parted houſhold. 


Chap. 4. 
How Robin the Cobler having got looſe 
from the Witches became a new man; & 
of many notable exploits which he did, 


you ſhall preſently hear, 
Now when Robin the Cobler had bꝛoken 
. the ſpells of witchcraft, his eye ⸗ſught, his 
hearing, his ſpc ech, his ſences,and his know⸗ 
# lcdge was al re ſtoꝛed unto him again, but pet 


vo ſockt of a pittiful complexion, juſt as a 


; 1 may ſay, Like one of Pharach's Lean 

his viſage was pale 4 gaſtly, his Eyes 

d as if they were ſunk into his head, his 

as like the noſe of a ſcold ng Alewife, 

ſharp, x his tongue did goggle as ik it 

un made of the devils bollick teather . 

y and his back was ſo clung together 
was ſcarce able to ſhit foꝛ bones. 

ad he any kind of hebit to put on that 

| was 
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was woꝛth the thzowing to the dunghill, on⸗ 
ly an old lowfie Smock, and a peir of flip- 
Gooes, which one of the Witches had given 
him out of meer pittiful charity; but yet he 
knew himſe!f to be in a far moze happier 
taking then he was befoze , when he was 

ridden with three ſhe⸗devils at one time. 
Then began Robin to ruminate, and to 
think what courſe he had beſt to take, and 
which way was beſt fo2 him to ſtecr his 
belm,and at laſt he rc ſolved to take his way 
once moꝛe foꝛ the famous City of London, 
and to try if foꝛtune would «ffo2d him any 
better luck then he had befoze; but he vow'd 
that he would keep along the Road, and ne⸗ 
ber go through the Woodlands np mo2e , 
foꝛ fear, leſt the Witches ſhould'met with 
bim again. Now es he paſſed alorg on the 
way the boys and the childzen would run a- 
way from him, thinking that he had been 
mad, inſomnch that there was not one idle 
boy oꝛ girl to be ſeen in the ſtreets, but here 
comes on the very bittereſt of all, pooz Ro- 
bin tbe Cobler having gone along on bis way 
foꝛ the ſpace of almoſt two woful days and 
nights, without meat, oꝛ dzink,o2z mozey to 
buy, he began to bewail his (ozrowful life 
in this mournful manner: O pictiful Cob- 
ler that Jam, for now l am in a worſer 
caſe then ever Iwas before. When I was 2 
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horſe, the Witches did ride me, and put 
me to much pain, but yet they gave me 
ſomewhat to feed upon, though it wer but 
Bran and Water, which I can prove to be 
pretty good fair for horſcs when they are 


| 


very hungry, fo they may have enough | 


to fill their bellies withal, 


When I was a For, the Witches in the 


ſuape of dogs tan after me, and hurried 
me up and down, and at every ſtop & turn 
bit me by the buttocks, but now 1 am hun- 
ger bitten, which is ten thouſand times 
worſe, When I was an Owl I was molt 
ſuame fully abuſed, and wondred at by o- 
ther birds, but now I am made a wondring 
ſtock to all the folks that ſees me, in ſomuch 
that no Man, Woman, nor Child, will not 


dare to come neer me, long of the poverty 


of my fleſh, and diſguiſe of habit. Oh what 
2 pittiful wretched caſe am I in now! an 
Ape, an Owl, a Fox, a Gooſe, a Horſe, an 
Ox, or an Als, is in a far better takeing 
then I am in. O that I could with Diogsnies 
Mare, feed upon Thiſtles, or like a Cames 
lian li ve by the air., Now whilſt he was 
thus complaining , by chance came along 
an old blind begger-man , which had got a 
whole Wallet full of fragments of Fith, + 
Peat , and mamocks of Bead and Cheeſe 
which he had gotten among his good bene- 


H actazs. 
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factoꝛs: when Robin the Cobler had fixt his 
eye upon the bind ans willet of victuals, 
the verv heat in us belly leapt foz jop, 


' hoping then be ſgould fil his belly once a- 


gair: end thereupon taking courage upon 
hin de made his addꝛels, and ſpake to the 


Blind Begger man bY the way of Comple⸗ 


menc , knowing that the blind man could 


not ſee what manner of perſon be was, and 


ſs taking hold of him by the ſhoulder, began 
to expꝛeſs his mind in this manner: Well 
overtaken Father, how far walk you this 


| way ? »:arry, quoth the Wegger, but to the 


next village, and for want of a guide to 
lead me, I am̃ in fear Iſhall come too late 
to my lodging ? Why? quoth the Cobler, 
rather then you ſhall do amiſs, Iwill take 
the pains te lead you my ſelf, for J love 


old men with all my heart, 


CHAP. V. 
Here followeth a Diſcourſe of the happy 
Fortune that happened to Robin the 
Cobler after all his miſeries, 


z S Robin the Cobler was Leading 
A the Blind Beggar along on the wap, 
the Blind man found bim to be exceeding 
diligent, and therewitha! deſlred of Robin 
to know who he was, that would undervalue 

B 2 him⸗ 
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but as it comes to paſs I have never a pen- 
ny to help my ſelf, for I have been a vali- 
ant Cavalier for the King, but by the for- 
tune of the wars, I am utterly undone for 
ever,unleſs ſome ſpeedy help come by hea- 


goods and my money taken from me, and 
my body carried to Priſon, where | have 


bunſclt to take patns to lead him; hen, ad. 
Robin, I am a Gentleman born and bred, 
and ſe you would ſay if you could ſee me; 


venly providence. I tell you Father, my 
Land, not long ſince, was ſequeſtred, my 


lain three years, three months, three wecks 


qd, | and three days, & at laſtby happy chance 


ed, I got out of Priſon ; but now I am our I 
ie; | know not ho to live, nor how to get one 
n- | birof bread torelieve my hungry ſtomack 
li- for I ha ve heen faſting two days & nights, 
r- and never a bit of viRuils came within 
or my body: Alas for vou! good ſir, ſaid 
a= the Beggar, l much lament your caſe, but 
iy if you will be pleaſed to accept of ſuch 
y poor fareasIhave in my Wallet, you 
1d ſhall be heartily welcome to it, and the 
ye next Ale-houſe that we come to, Iwill 
s give you liquor of the beſt to ſwallow it 
down : whereupon the wallet was laid 
down, and the victuals ſoꝛted cut upon the 
Gꝛeen bank. A think there was no need co 

bid Robin to tat. But when he had filed 

his belly, aw p they went together chears 

fu ly to the place appointed, where they lay 
lovingly together thet night, and the next 

day the Begger brought him home to his 

own houſe, where was plenty ol god cloaths 
both of wollen and linnen, with which the 
Begger ſuited Robin, and alſo directed him 
tog Coffer where was two hundꝛed and 
fifty pounds of ready money: all this (quot) 

tha begger ) hall be your own when I dye, 

if you will ſtay with me all your life time. 
UUhereupon the Cobler, replped, With 

a very goed will fir ; which bargain being 

| im de} 
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made: Robin and his old Maſter would e⸗ 
very day walk about to god mens houſes, ts | 
ſee what victuals they could get, till at laft | 
Robin bs came as cunning at the Trade as 
bis Paſter , and was acquainted with moſt | Th 
of the Maſter-beggers that lived in the 
Coun:y of Kent. 

But to conclude , in p2oceſs of time the 
blind Begger died, and then all his wealth 
fell to Robin , who afterwards went home | 
to his foꝛmer habitation, and took oꝛder fo: 
the bzeeding of his thꝛee chudzen that he got | 
in one night, and gave the two wenches ten | N 
pounds a piece foꝛ the injury that be had 
fozmerlp done them, and th:ew the reſt of 
the money into his wives lap. And ſo endeth 
the ſtoꝛy of Robin the Cobler, 
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t Theſe, with al ſorts of Books, Large and 
je mall, are to be ſola by William Thacke- 

ray, at the Angel in Ducł-Lzne; where 
e countrey Chapmes may be furniſhed with 


all ſorts of books, 
He pleaſant Hiſtory of the Gen- 


tle Craft, hewing what Famous 
Men have been ſhooe-maters, 

The Book of Knowledge, or the 
Knowledge of things unknown, 

The Famous Hiitory of the ſix wor- 
thy Yeomen of the Weſt : Or, ho- 
mas of Reading. 

Marthams Meathod. 

The Golden Garland. 

the Hiſtory of Don Floris of Greece. 

The Hiſtory of Don Juan Lambaria. 

The Golden Eagle. 

Jack of Newberry ſmall. 

Riddle Books. 

Variety of Riddles and ſongs. 

The Hiſtory of the Jews ſmall. 
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